Letters

environmental protection.

Iaybe | am missing something,
but why can't the naw line simply
run alongside the MAQ, which goes
in the same direchon? Any damage
to the countryside from the radl line
wioukd ba incidents to the damage
that building the road must already
have done

fioh Edwara’s, Harmagate, Yorkshre

Ally H52 tolocal buses

Iremain 1o be convinced either way
on the need for H52, However, | do
believe that tackling local transport
needs 5 more important.

Inthe early 1970s, when the
s railways ceased 1o be
profitable, voters were offered a
chosce between a * Beeching ™ and
a strategy based on high-speed rail

They rajected both and
eventually came up with the
strategy that the country has been
pursuing ever since, based on a
comprehensive multi-modal
netwark where reguiar interval
operation is wsed 10 provide
integrated connections.

By contrast, in England and to
some extent the rest of the UK, we
are about to embark on a strategy
af massive cuts to local buses, If
this i taken to its logical extreme,
it will completely undermine
sustanable toursm (which s
|.:|rrJI.‘ alty hased on using rail to get

Thera is a great danger of the
rallway industry slippinginto a
furthier round of naval gazing
when lgoking at future demand
and how it 15 best managed

Let's not forget that we already
have demand managament by
price on the raibways - those
travelling at peak times pay
premium farss, yet there is talk of
further price hikes 1o stifle
demarid, This is in stark contrast
to rarl’s main competitor - the car.
Here the vast majasity carry just
pme occupant at peak times.

Sa we have a publicly funded
road metwark running at anly
25% efficiency, as most vehicles
carry at least thrae empty seats.
Cantrast this wath the railway,
wheare ot only are passengers
paying peak fares, many are
standing

Any futurs transport palicy
decrion should be based on
treating all modes in the same
manner, and it is-high time-that
politicians start looking at this
bigger piciune

And before ary of your

maotoring readers start bleating,
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o a hohday area and buses to get
argund i),

Even if through trains ara
restored to Keswick, Minehead and
Swariage, people won't be-able to
get to the rest of the Lake District,
Exmoor and Jurassic Coast.

High-speed rail might cut an
hour or mors off the journey time
from Londan 1o Windermere o
Keswick, but what's the pamt if all
passengers can then do s spand
thesr holidays adminng the
mauntains from tralficyammed
towens without being able to wsit
them?

Stnan Noran, Cambridge

Dawlish? Foolish
Lena Smmith (" Third rail testsin
Devon”, RAIL 662) suggests thal
third rail tests should be carnied out
alang the coast through Dawlish
Thiz s not a good idea

The line through Teignmouth and
Dawlish is one of the most 'open’
and accessible stretches of line
anywhere in the country, The effect
of water on an electrical supply is
dangerous to say the least - it
weould be just yards fram the sea,
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and wee know what effects that
already has on the line

It it weere 1o go ahead, fencing
waould be reeded along the whole
stretch, costing thousands. Why
spoil such a lovely and outstanding
siretch of coastine?

Andrew Cooper, Hampshire

Numbercruncher

| have a great admiration for Barry
Doe's wizardry with fares and
timetables, but his tirade against
the 12-haur cock being mentionad
6 just winng (RANLL BE1)

Mot everyone loves numbers,
Barry. You are inyng 1o use two
mcompatible systems - counting
dozens (in which all time is
measured) with a decimal system
It doe=sn't wark, and " too stupid
peasants such as mysall have to
carvert same af the times back
into Englsh to wnderstand them

You say it's confusing for a guard
b say v will be arriving at frve
past eight " when he should say
“we will ba arrving at 2005

Poppyoock! | can assure you that
on an Intercity train there will be
several people who are confused
by 2005, What's maore, if you oould
find ane person on that train who
spoke Englsh and was confused by
“five past eight’, 'l buy you
0:0047 32 heclolitres of beer

Benedict fa Vay;, Londorn

Passengers board a busy Class 378 at Dalston Junction on August 21 2010,
While roads are operating at 25% efficiency, the railway is overcrowded.
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let me remind them that car
travel is heavity subsidised by the
rest of society - a recent study by

LEEﬂ‘L University showed 1hiat

drivers only meet between a third
and a half of their total cost to
sockely.
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